
Sunday, December 7, 2025 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Long-expected God, we confess that we look 
to ourselves for the peace and security only 
you can provide. We reach for swords and 
spears, reluctant to release our grip on the 
ways of war. 
 
We become impatient while waiting and weary 
of keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance, 
and teach us to live in harmony with our 
neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, 
and awaken us to your advent among us, 
that we may abound in the hope you have 
promised. Amen. 
 
God judges us not as we deserve, but 

according to God’s own righteousness. ☩ You 

are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and 
ready to welcome the Savior. Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the 
way of your only Son. By his coming nurture 
our growth as people of repentance and peace; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in 
prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew 
the church, the nations, and the whole 
creation. 

With wisdom and understanding, inspire the 
faithful around the world. Unite hearts and 
minds in work to address poverty, access to 
housing, and equity among peoples. God of 
grace, hear our prayer. 
 
With counsel and might, move us to care for 
creation. As we dream of the day when all 
creatures will flourish alongside one another, 

guide us in ways humanity and all creation will 
mutually thrive. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
With righteousness and faithfulness, 
encourage nations to live in harmony with one 
another. We pray for international student and 
teacher exchanges, for our partner churches, 
and for the shared mission of Lutheran World 
Relief and Lutheran Disaster Response. God 
of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
With steadfastness and encouragement, 
strengthen those who have lost hope in the 
face of grief, depression, or disease 
(especially). Renew the spirits of those 
recovering from surgery and medical 
procedures. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in 
our shared ministry to overcome all that 
divides. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, 
and reparation, may we serve in the way of 
Christ. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all 
for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 
Amen. 

Offering Prayer 

Nourishing God, you are water in the 
wilderness and streams in the desert. Through 
this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we 
may rejoice and be for the world signs of your 
kingdom come. Amen. 
 
Go in peace. Keep awake. 
Thanks be to God. 
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