Today’s Scripture Lessons
Sunday, May 18, 2025

Annual Meeting Sunday

FIRST READING: ACTS 9:36-43

*Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha,
which in Greek i |s Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and
acts of charlty ’At that time she became ill and died. When they
had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. **Since Lydda
was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there,
sent two men to him with the request, "Please come to us without
delay." **So Peter got up and went with them; and when he
arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood
beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that
Dorcas had made while she was with them. “°Peter put all of
them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to
the body and said, "Tabitha, get up." Then she opened her eyes,
and seeing Peter, she sat up. *'He gave her his hand and helped
her up Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be
alive. **This became known throughout Joppa and many
believed in the Lord. “*Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some
time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

PSALM LESSON: PSALM 148

(read aloud the bolded verses)

'Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the
heights.

%Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of
heaven.

®Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.

*Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the
heavens.

SLet them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they
were created,

®who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law
that shall not pass away.

"Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;
¥fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God's will;



®mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;
"Ywild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;

11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the
world;

2young men and maidens, old and young together.

3et them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is exalted,
whose splendor is over earth and heaven.

“The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for
all faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near
the LORD. Hallelujah!

SCRIPTURE LESSON TWO: REVELATION 21:1-6

"Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.
2And | saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
3And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

"See, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them;

*he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away."
SAnd the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, | am
making all things new." Also he said, "Write this, for these words
are trustworthy and true." °Then he said to me, "It is done! | am
the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the
thirsty | will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of
life.
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